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 Gulfport Elementary/Montessori Academy February 2015 

From the Desk of Mr. Pribble 

What a great awards ceremony we had at the 

end of January.  We had more students 

earning Principal's Citizenship, Honor Roll, 

Principal's List and Perfect Attendance than 

ever before.   

 

The largest increase came in Principal's 

Citizenship which is all about incredible 

behavior and work habits.  This could not 

happen without your support at home.  I just 

want to thank you for the support you give us 

daily by working with your child.   

 

You help with homework, but you also help to 

teach them what it means to be respectful and 

focus on their work so they can be success-

ful.  It is great when our students hear the 

same message at home and at school!  So I 

just want to say THANK YOU for your support 

in this wonderful endeavor : )   

 

Please keep working with your child at home 

and know that we could not do it without you! 

 

Mr. Pribble 

gulfport-es.pinellas.k12.fl.us 

Gulfport Elementary  
2014 52nd St. South 
Gulfport, FL 33707  

(727) 893-2643 

Principal 
James Pribble 

 
Vice-Principal 
Brenda Butler 

 
School Hours 
8:35 to 2:35 

“We teach bell to bell” 
 

Uniforms: Yes 
 

Title I School: Yes 
 

Magnet or Academy Program: 

Montessori Academy 
 

Points of Pride:  On the fore-

front of Florida education with 

the Marzano Pilot. Before and 

after school tutoring. 
 

Mascot: Bulldogs 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
Feb 9–12: Under the Sea Book Fair 

(open lunch times & after school – 
4 p.m.) 

 

Feb 9-17: PTA FUNdraiser – Or-
ders taken for Chocolate & Jelly 

Beans! 
 

Feb 9: NO Montessori Monday to-
night.  Watch for a special activity 

later this month 

 
Feb 16: NO SCHOOL FOR STU-

DENTS! 
 

March 12: Kickoff party for PTA 

ALS walk 
 

March 13: End of 3rd Quarter 
 

March 14: PTA ALS Walk – please 
walk or donate 

 

March 16: NO SCHOOL FOR STU-
DENTS! 

 
March 17: FUNdraiser Pickup – 

One Night Only! Night TBD 

https://www.achievacu.com/personal/credit-cards/CaptureCard.aspx
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Montessori School News 
 
Hello Montessori families, We’re ready to invite new Montessori families to kin-
dergarten for the next school year. The DAP application period has ended and 
we’ll invite families to accept our program February 4-11. We have 4 siblings 
who applied for kindergarten. We don’t have any openings in grades 1-5 for 
next year at this time. 
 
You may have wondered: 
 
What is the focus of Montessori education? 
 
The focus of our education system is the development of materials, educational 
techniques, and observations which support the natural development of the 
child. In our public school Montessori, the students are taught the state stand-
ards using the Montessori method. The teacher in the Montessori classroom 
serves less as an “instructor” and more as a guide and facilitator. Children are 
encouraged to “learn how to learn”, thus gaining independence and self-
confidence. 
 
How will my child adjust to a traditional classroom in 6th grade? 
 
Montessori students develop a love of learning and use their strengths in order 
to take in new information. The students take their organization skills and their 
ability to meet deadlines into the new environment. There will be some adjust-
ments to the learning environment; however, the desire to explore new aca-
demic avenues can be met within the traditional classroom if the teacher is en-
thusiastic and provides the opportunity for learning. The sense of discovery will 
differ when lessons are presented to the whole group instead of allowing the 
students the joy of discovering new information through their own work. 
 
Kathy Ludlum 

Montessori Coordinator 
ludlumk@pcsb.org 

727-893-2643 X 2077 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ludlumk@pcsb.org
http://www.prudential.com/financial-advisors/fl/tampa/roy-james
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PTA Update 

 

GIRLS ON THE RUN UPDATE: 

 
Girls on the Run started at Gulfport on February 2, with 13 girls enrolled. They will 

meet twice a week, on Mondays and Wednesdays after school, from 3-4:30 pm. At the 
end of the 12-week program the girls will complete a 5k race, at their own pace, and 

we hope many of you will come on out to cheer them on, or even run alongside them 

if you would like. Our fantastic coaches, Courtney Cox and Rachel Mita, were able to 
secure sponsors for each girl, so that they could take part in this wonderful program at 

no cost. In the next issue of the newsletter we will list all the sponsors and thank them 
for their generosity. 

 
PTA Coming events: 

 

PTA WALKS FOR ALS, The PTA has a team that will be walking and raising money for 
the fight of ALS. ALS is a debilitating and fatal disease. Our PTA Team invites anyone 

that would like to join our Team and walk with us to contact BARBARA PACE (727) 432
-1875. The walk is March 14th at Elva Rouse Park ( 10th Ave NE and North Shore Drive 

in St. Petersburg). *****IF YOU CAN NOT WALK WITH US, PLEASE SUPPORT US ! You 

may contact Barbara Pace for the link to donate to YOUR PTA team of walkers, or 
watch for the posters and info that will be posted around the campus. 

 

Tidbits & Treasures 

 

1st grader, Payton McFadden from Ms Dawson’s class celebrates the marriage of his 

mom, Gulfport PTA Secretary, Courtney Guill to Andrew Belich on 12/13/14!  A BIG 

Bulldog BARKOUT to Celebrate!!! 
 

February Birthdays:   
1st Lamar Washington, Behavior Specialist 

2nd  Cheryl McCullers,  Kindergarten 

9th Dawn Ballard, pre-K 
 

REMEMBER:  SAVE THOSE BOX TOPS, Coke Rewards/caps, Capri Sun, Labels for 
Education, Tyson A+ and Shop online at smile.amazon.com.  At checkout select 

“Gulfport Montessori Elementary PTA” 

http://www.dfdstpete.com/
http://www.radiantresearch.com/participate-in-a-study.aspx?facility=10
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Volunteers Needed 

 

Studies show that parental involvement and involve-

ment by members of the community in a child’s edu-

cation is one of the most important factors in raising 

student self-esteem and academic achievement.  

Moreover, most experts agree that parental involve-

ment should go beyond parent’s attending teacher 

conferences and open house.  We realize however, 

that each of our families and members of the commu-

nity are unique – with its own priorities, needs, talents 

and time constraints—and we try to provide as many different opportunities for volun-

teer involvement as possible. 

 

There are a number of areas your help is needed including the Parent Teacher Associa-

tion, chaperone field trips, media center and office. 

 

In order to be in compliance with the Pinellas County School System and State of Florida 

laws, we need for each volunteer and/or mentor to complete a Volunteer Registration 

Form.  A copy of your driver’s license or legal id is also needed.  We will be happy to 

make a copy of your official identification in the school office.  Both sides of the Volun-

teer Registration Form must be completed and include you signature and date, as well 

as a copy of your legal identification. 

 

It takes approximately two weeks for the Volunteer Registration Form to be processed.  

I will be happy to notify you when the form has been approved.  

 

The first time you volunteer after approval of the registration form, please bring your 

driver’s license so that we may log your name into the Pinellas County School’s badge 

pass program.  When you volunteer, also please log your volunteer hours on the com-

puter in the school’s front office.  We will be happy to help you with the log-in process.  

Volunteer  hours should be recorded each time you volunteer. 

 

For more information, please contact Mary Ruth Bumgarner, 727-893-2643 ext. 2004, 

Monday through Friday 8:00-noon. 

 

http://lildivasanddudes.com/
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Classroom Update 

 

December 17th at 9:30 a.m., Mrs. Freeman’s & Mrs. Forte’s second grade classes marched a 
half mile to the Gulfport Public Library. Students and teachers paraded down 22nd Avenue 

accompanied by a parent volunteer . Co-teacher Mrs. Davidson led the way across the flash-
ing safety crosswalk at Beach Blvd. Passing that landmark sign, student pairs continued 

through the park, admiring sculptures, and going beyond Gulfport Senior Center/Theater. 
 

Arriving at 10 a.m., Ms. Cailey met us just as the community library was opening. An enthusi-
astic librarian, she invited our group to the reading garden for a story about a wee, winged 

creature called a Snatchabook, who is not scary at all and longing for someone to read to 

him.  Students listened attentively and discussed the plot and characters respectfully. 
 

Ms. Cailey explained anyone could be a library guest and look around, to read and even use 
the computers Monday through Saturday. But having his own card, as a library patron, a stu-

dent can choose books to borrow from the community’s large easy reader collection. Taken 
home, these books can be read by students and have stories read to them. A few families 

had already applied (just bring a utility bill to verify address) and these students proudly car-
ried their own card. 

 

As we toured, the reference librarian showed us how to search online for books from other 
Pinellas County libraries too. Reserved books are sent to Gulfport for checkout. Ms. Davidson 

picked up one from Tarpon Springs and returned 10, mostly adventure stories of Curious 
George and Piggie. Bring your username & password to these computers for practicing 

IXL.com, ST Math, Starfall and more learning websites. 
 

Ms. Cailey invited students to her Science Club at the library, which is free on Mondays after 
school. There’s always something exciting going on at the library. One boy in our class re-

turned the next day to participate in Reading to a Therapy Dog. Another student remarked 

her family was planning to use library computers over the break and she was excited about 
getting her own library card. Thanking our librarians for expanding our world, hungry for 

knowledge and adventure, we walked back to school. 
 

A Note from the Library 

 

Join us for our Under the Sea Scholastic Bookfair where you will find an Ocean of books!  The 
bookfair will be held in the library Monday February 9 – Thursday February 12.  We will be 

open each day during lunches and after school until 4:00pm.  On Thursday evening, we will 
be open during our PTA event!  We hope to see you there! 

 

Ms. Barnard,  
Media & Technology Specialist 

 

http://www.smknjsbbq.com/
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Images from Gulfport/Montessori  
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http://www.pediaalliance.com/
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Birthday Parties ~ Special Events Maria Baker, (727) 202-6860 
240 46 Avenue, St Pete Beach, FL 33706 

http://sweet-teacelebrations.com/
http://sweet-teacelebrations.com/
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